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Finally, the Arabians and probably others before them
practiced "downward distillation" which corresponds on the whole
to our modern dry or destructive distillation for obtaining em-
pyreumatic or tar oils. At the time of the revival of the distilling
art, this method was also applied to the preparation of the oils
of certain woods, barks and spices. Juniper wood in particular
had been submitted to this destillatio per descensum since

Fig. 28.

antiquity, later also guaiac wood, cinnamon, cloves, mace and
other spices were distilled in this manner. The furnace contained
a division in the middle, with a central opening into which a pot,
provided with a beak-like opening at the bottom, was either hung
or plastered in. On top of the opening extending into the upper
part of the furnace was placed a wire gauze and a second pot
filled with the dry substance to be distilled was luted with its
opening on the top of the lower pot The heating was then
effected by building a fire around the upper pot (fig. 29); Some-